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Multiple Fires, June 2015:
How did we do?

Wednesday afternoon, June 3rd at 1313 hours, Rochester Station 23 was dispatched to their second structure fire in two days.
Assisting Rochester was New Brighton, Beaver Falls, Baden, Bridgewater and Conway. It was reported as a structural fire at
101 Brighton Avenue, Rochester Borough. Assistant Chief Michael Honing was the first to arrive on scene establishing Roches-
ter command, reporting nothing showing. After performing a 360 degree survey of the structure, A.C. Chief Honing was met
by the police exiting the structure, advising him of heavy smoke on the second floor. A two man truck company crew entered
the structure with a water can to conduct a primary search due to reports of entrapment. With the arrival of Engine 23, Chief
Mamone was assisted in deploying a 1 ¾ hand line into the structure by a group of retired Rochester area firefighters. With the
primary search in progress, the appropriate hand lines were being deployed, and A.C. Honing directed the incoming elevated
platforms to position themselves for ventilation. The fire was extinguished, and the structure was ventilated. Although not en-
trapped, a resident was found sleeping in an adjoining apartment and was promptly escorted from his home.

FACT:

 The living quarters were compartmentalized with 8 foot drop ceilings via an open floor plan with 20 foot ceilings
with an access to the roof trusses made of heavy timer through a cockloft.

During the month of June, the Borough of Rochester and Rochester Station 23 were inundated
with three devastating fires, which had the potential to become four with severe property loss.

The first call began on Tuesday morning, June 2nd at 0651 hours and came in on the heels of a
fatal fire at E.B. McNitt Apartments in New Brighton, to which Rochester had responded to
assist along with Beaver Falls, Fallston, Baden, Conway and Daugherty. Rochester Station 23
was dispatched to 523 Case Street, Rochester Borough for multiple structures on fire with the
possibility of entrapment. With the incident in New Brighton at the clean-up stage, all availa-
ble companies were dispatched to respond to the Rochester incident. Deputy Chief Paul Ab-
bott took command of the incident, and with the quick response of the incoming units, the first
arriving crew was able to start flowing water within the first 3 minutes of the initial dispatch.
Subsequently, with all other arriving companies following D.C. Abbott’s instruction, a water
supply was established, appropriate attack lines were deployed, search crew’s performed/
attempted primary searches, and the fire was extinguished. With the combined efforts of all
involved, Chief Michael Mamone made the statement “as fast as the fire started, the fire was
out, and everyone was back in service”.

FACTS:
 The second notification reported 3 structures involved; at the end, 3 structures were

effected.
 No loss of life, and everyone went home.
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Sunday evening, June 7th at 1831 hours, Rochester Station 23 was dispatched to its third structure fire in less than a week.
Dispatched as a porch fire, it soon became clear to Chief Ed Hermick that the incident had escalated from one structure with
heavy fire to three structures fully involved. Assisting Rochester was New Brighton, Beaver Falls, Bridgewater, Big Knob,
Monaca, Baden and Conway. Assuming command, Chief Hermick was presented with multiple problems: heavy fire, downed
power lines, numerous bystanders trying to get involved, children running through the scene and poor radio communications.
While attempting to place apparatus appropriately, Chief Hermick, along with Chief Mark Stowe, D.C. Brent Peacock, and
Chief David Trzcianka, came to the conclusion to divide the incident into three separate commands. The incidents were oper-
ated independently using multiple radio frequencies and incoming manpower as the apparatus was being placed. Each com-
mand took on the responsibility of deploying master streams, hand lines and utilizing their manpower to effectively conquer
their tasks at hand. Unfortunately, a few animals succumbed to the fire.
FACTS:
 Prior to the arrival of the responding fire companies, the incident had gone from one structure to three structures.
 Despite all of the unforeseen obstacles, no human lives were lost, and no injuries were reported.

After Action Findings

Tuesday evening, June 9th at 1630 hours, a critique was held at the Rochester Township Fireman’s Club. All departments that
assisted Rochester were in attendance and actively participated in the discussion. Each incident was critiqued for the purpose of
training and awareness for future incidents of this magnitude. With the pending (now official) merger between Rochester Bor-
ough and Rochester Township, these departments have been faced with overwhelming incidents, continuous scrutiny, rigorous
training and numerous administrative meetings. All of which served to make this merger a model to all organizations deter-
mined to make a difference in the fire services of Beaver County.

How did we do? Take into consideration all factors:

 How the incident was dispatched: Reported, received and transmitted correctly.

 Getting the proper equipment/personnel dispatched and responding: Having response plans and backup units established.

 Establishing command: Attempted to follow a unified command.

 Proper size up of the incident: Transmitted and replayed for all incoming units.

 Apparatus placement: Engine, ladder, RIT, rehab and command units.

 Accountability of personnel of the fire grounds.

 Communications: Clear, concise radio etiquette with minimal unnecessary radio traffic.

 Having appropriate RIT Teams based upon the size of the incident.

 Ventilation: Was it needed and effectively accomplished?

 Entry teams: Fire attack with backup along with both primary and secondary search teams.

 Rescue: Is everyone out of the structures or are Rescue Operations eminent?

 Water supply: Primary/Secondary water supply established early and adequate.

 Hose lines: Were the correct size deployed for the size and conditions of the incident?

 Ladders: Were they placed in a functional position?

 Utilities: Were they notified and secured in a timely fashion?

 Salvage/Overhaul: Did the incident warrant it?

 Traffic/pedestrian control: Was the police presence adequate to deter onlookers from disrupting the event?

 Firefighter composure: Was the incident controlled without free lancing or confrontation?

 Safety: Were any reports of injuries noted?

 Rehab: Established and utilized along with EMS services.

How did we do? Cont.

Incident photos on next page….
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July Fire Scenes

Top left: 523 Case St.,
Rochester

Top right: 101 Brighton
Ave., Rochester

Bottom left: 439 Park
St., Rochester

Photos courtesy Jeffrey Bolland and Lori Deems

The following is taken from a letter dated August 18, 2015 from Chief Michael A. Mamone, Jr. to Director Wes-
ley Hill announcing the Rochester Fire Department merger.

On August 4, 2015, Beaver County approved the merger of Rochester Township Volunteer Fire De-
partment and the Rochester Volunteer Fire Department. Effective that date, all members of the
Rochester Volunteer Fire Department became members of the Rochester Township Volunteer Fire
Department.

While the legal name of the organization will remain Rochester Township Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment No. 1, the members applied for a business name from the Pennsylvania Department of State.
Accordingly, the department will now operate under the name Rochester Fire Department. Addi-
tionally, the membership voted to discontinue use of the Rochester Volunteer Fire Department's
station number 20 and operate under Station 23.

Chief Mamone has been in touch with Fire Coordinator Jeff Bolland regrading additional updates
for county dispatch regarding this merger.

Rochester Fire Department Merger
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I hope everyone had an enjoyable summer. Fall is on
its way, but the warm weather is not over quite yet.
Remember to keep yourself hydrated with water at all
times; hydration is especially important for emergency
responders while on the scene of incidents.

On the other hand, it won’t be long before the seasons
once again change, and all of the good things about fall

seem to just appear. Autumn colors, County fairs, high school football games and all of the activities that we like to enjoy in
cooler weather. With fall almost here, school is also back in session. It’s the time of year when we all need to be more alert
while driving, especially in the morning and afternoon hours while our young ones are going to and from our local schools. Pay
special attention to the buses and watch for frequent stops while picking up and letting off. Never pass a stopped school bus
flashing its lights: have patience or leave yourself extra time to get where you’re going if you know you share your route with
bus traffic.

Here at the center, we will again be reviewing school plans and working with schools to exercise them. Planning and prepared-
ness ensure that, in the event of an emergency situation at one of our schools, plans are in place that have been reviewed and
exercised, and the response procedures are well known to all involved.

While enjoying outdoor activities this season, always be alert and aware of pop up storms that can and
do happen frequently this time of the year. Always have a plan, at home or while away. Be prepared,
be conscious, and most importantly, pay attention to what goes on around you. Emergency responders
please remember “Safety is no Accident”, everyone comes home.

In closing, enjoy the autumn season, and please free to call us if there is ever anything we can do to
help.

Eric Brewer

The Director’s
Corner

Wesley Hill, Beaver County
Emergency Services Director

Members of Beaver
County’s Hazardous
Materials Response
Team 700 attended a
Rail Car Incident Re-
sponse course on June
3rd at Norfolk South-
ern’s Conway Yards.

The training was spon-
sored by DuPont and
Norfolk Southern, and
attendees received im-
portant information on:
responding to railroad
related hazardous mate-
rials incidents, recogniz-
ing and reviewing rail
shipping papers, and rail car equipment and types.

This training was offered on multiple days this summer and included
several other county response teams from throughout the region as well
as the City of Pittsburgh Fire Department.

Rail Car Training
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We hope to welcome our new Planner/Trainer soon as Beaver County Emergency Services
is in the process of interviewing and selecting an applicant for the position formerly held by
Peggy Clark. The new staff member should be on board this fall and will jump into drill
preparation in advance of next year’s federally evaluated exercise.

Our next quarterly training is coming very soon, September 29, 2015, to be held at Beaver
County Emergency Services at 1330 and 1830 hours. We intend to discuss the Spring
Weather Exercise that many of you participated in, Hazmat Recertification, the G320- Fun-
damentals for Radiological Response Course being held at Beaver County Emergency Ser-
vices, the upcoming Emergency Preparedness Summit, Emergency Vehicle Lighting, PEMA
Comments, Local Certification Changes, PENN DOT Salt Requests, PEMA Resource Re-

quests, Knowledge Center Review and BVPS First Energy Updates. In addition to this packed agenda of topics, we also have
EOC Kits to distribute to each Emergency Management Coordinator. If you have any subject that you would like to discuss at
this training, please contact me, and I’ll attempt to have someone speak about the subject.

We also want to remind you that the Annual EMC Coordinator Dinner is coming up this fall. Coordinators can expect to re-

ceive more information and official invitations announcing the location of the dinner in the coming weeks.

Municipal

Coordinator

Updates

Doug Humble
724-728-3934 x2507
dhumble@beavercountypa.gov

SwiftReach is a high-speed Emergency Noti-
fication System that alerts residents to emer-
gency situations like severe storm warnings,
evacuations and more in the local area. The
program has the capability of delivering mes-
sages to the entire County via telephone, cell
phone, email, text message and social media
sites. The system uses a publicly available
list of phone numbers that can be removed
or updated by both residents and businesses.
Some phone numbers are not in the system,
and residents are encouraged to update their
information and contact preferences, or add
phone numbers, cell phones and email ad-
dresses.

Residents can receive alerts by registering via
the Swift911 web portal on the Beaver
County website (www.beavercountypa.gov)
or by downloading the Swift911 Public Ap-
plication on their smartphones and register-
ing with the app. Once registered, you will
have the opportunity to sign up for other
lists that you may find useful by searching for
list subscriptions for either the Public App or
the web portal. Once registered, you can
log into both the Public App and web portal
at any time to update your contact infor-
mation or add/remove yourself from availa-
ble list subscriptions.

Beaver County Retains SwiftReach Notification System
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A mock crime scene disaster drill was held at Raccoon Creek State Park on August 26th. Students from Pittsburgh
Technical Institute’s nursing and criminal justice class participated. Nursing students provided care for the “injured”,
and criminal justice students investigated the mock crime scene. Participating in the drill as mentors were the Bea-
ver County District Attorney’s Office & Bureau of Detectives, Beaver County Emergency Services, Medic Rescue,
Pennsylvania State Police and the State Parks.

PTI Disaster Drill Held Eric Brewer, Deputy Director
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 The following people recently completed their Advanced or Professional Level
PEMA Certifications at the Local or County Level. Pictured at right from top to
bottom with Director Wesley Hill: Margaret Clark, Professional County Certifica-
tion; Douglas Humble, Professional County Certification; Elizabeth Lane, Advanced
Local Certification for Rochester Borough; and David Trzcianka, Professional Local
Certification for Baden Borough.

 Beaver County is working in conjunction with the Pennsylvania Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (PEMA) and consultant Tetra Tech, Inc. to update the Beaver County
Hazard Mitigation Plan. Municipal government representatives and other com-
munity partners have been invited to participate in the update process, which is begin-
ning with two kickoff meetings: September 9th at 6 pm and September 10th at 9 am,
both at Emergency Services in Ambridge. Representatives do not need to attend both
sessions as each meeting will review the same material. For further information or to
RSVP, please contact Jeff Bolland at 724-775-1700 or jbolland@beavercountypa.gov.

 Beaver County Dispatch Supervisors Bob Bennet and Kevin Daniel are continuing to
collect patches from local emergency response departments. If you’d like to donate
a patch from your agency, please feel free to drop one off at the 9-1-1 center on
your next visit. Kevin & Bob will be putting together a display of the collected patches
to hang at the center.

 If your school is interested in meeting this summer to review and discuss your
school’s emergency plans and/or discuss conducting an Active Shooter
exercise, please contact either Doug Humble or Vic Spinelli at 724-775-1700 or
dhumble@beavercountypa.gov or Vspinelli@beavercountypa.gov

 Beaver County Emergency Services is continually striving to grow their tie in access
to security cameras at local facilities, including those at our county school
buildings. If your facility would like the 9-1-1 center to have the capability to utilize
cameras at your site, please contact Jim McCarthy at 724-728-3934 x2540 or by
email at jmccarthy@beavercountypa.gov.

 Victor Spinelli continues to be the point of contact for County ID Badges. Ap-
pointments are required in advance, and department head authorization
is requested for new IDs. Please call 724-775-1700 to ensure availability, to
schedule an appointment or for more information.

NEWS & NOTES

Service Type Busiest Day Busiest Hour Slowest Day Slowest Hour Most Dispatched Event

Fire Monday 1700-1800 Thursday 0300-0400 Fire Service Call

Police Friday 1600-1700 Sunday 0400-0500 N/A

EMS Friday 1000-1100 Wednesday 0500-0600 Sick/unknown

9-1-1 call statistics, 2015 Year To Date
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ALL EVENTS ARE LOCATED AT THE BEAVER COUNTY EMERGENCY SERVICES CENTER, UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED

For more information on any of the above listed events, or to add your public safety event to future calendars, please email Sky at: smu@beavercountypa.gov

 Sept. 7: Labor Day Holiday, County Offices Closed

 Sept. 9: Hazard Mitigation Plan Review & Update Meeting, 6 pm

 Sept. 10: Hazard Mitigation Plan Review & Update Meeting, 9 am

 Sept. 10: BVARA Meeting, 5 pm

 Sept. 11: September 11th Ceremony, Beaver High School, 7 am

 Sept. 12: Franklin Center Festival & Parade, Aliquippa

 Sept. 15: VOAD Meeting, 10 am

 Sept. 15: LEPC Meeting, Nalco, 1 pm

 Sept. 16: Beaver Valley Chiefs of Police Meeting, Fire Mountain,
Noon

 Sept. 16: Hazmat Team Training, Hazmat Garage 6:30 pm

 Sept. 23: Public Safety Commission Meeting, 7 pm

 Sept. 24: Beaver Valley FOP Lodge #4, Rochester VFW, EBoard
6:30 PM, Regular Meeting 7 PM

 Sept. 29: Quarterly EMC Training, 1:30 and 6:30

 Oct. 7: Hazmat Team Training, Hazmat Garage 6:30 pm

 Oct. 8: BVARA Meeting, 5 pm

 Oct. 12: Columbus Day, County Offices Closed

 Oct. 20: Emergency Planning & Preparedness Summit, Park Inn,
Beaver Falls

 Oct. 21: Beaver Valley Chiefs of Police Meeting, Fire Mountain,
Noon

 Oct. 21: Hazmat Team Training, Hazmat Garage 6:30 pm

 Oct. 22: Beaver Valley FOP Lodge #4, Rochester VFW, EBoard
6:30 PM, Regular Meeting 7 PM

 Oct. 28: Public Safety Commission Meeting, 7 pm

 Nov. 3: Election Day, County Offices Closed

 Nov. 4: Hazmat Team Training, Hazmat Garage 6:30 pm

 Nov. 11: Veteran’s Day, County Offices Closed

 Nov. 12: BVARA Meeting, 5 pm

 Nov. 17: VOAD Meeting, 10:30 am

 Nov. 17: LEPC Meeting, 1 pm

 Nov. 18: Hazmat Team Training, Hazmat Garage 6:30 pm

 Nov. 19: Beaver Valley FOP Lodge #4, Rochester VFW, EBoard
6:30 PM, Regular Meeting 7 PM

 Nov. 25: Public Safety Commission Meeting, 7 pm

 Nov. 26 - 27: Happy Thanksgiving! County Offices Closed

SEPTEMBER 2015

Su M Tu We Th Fri Sat

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30

OCTOBER 2015

Su M Tu We Th Fri Sat
1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

NOVEMBER 2015

Su M Tu We Th Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30
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The Beaver County Emergency Services Newsletter is created and published by the

Beaver County Emergency Services center.

Beaver County Emergency Services is a division of Beaver County government,

under the authority of the Beaver County Board of Commissioners. Emergency

Services manages the county’s 9-1-1 dispatch operations center and also serves as the

county’s Emergency Management office, working under the direction of the

Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency (PEMA) on emergency preparedness,

planning, mitigation, response, and recovery.

The Emergency Services center is also the home of the county’s Hazardous Materials

Response Team, the Public Safety Commission, the Local Emergency Planning

Commission (LEPC), and is the contact point for many other public safety

organizations, including EMS, Fire, Police, and Municipal EMA

services. Emergency Services works in conjunction with a number of county and

offsite agencies to provide comprehensive public safety guidance and emergency

support to Beaver County.


